We Are One
Online Sessions

BCACCS Annual Provincial
Training Conference Online Program
September 29 – October 1, 2022

WELCOME
Welcome to the 2022 BCACCS Provincial Training Conference. This program
highlights the online training sessions available at our event. Our title this
year, “We Are One”, strengthens the message that we will stand together to
recognize the second National Day for Truth and Reconciliation and consider
what is needed to create a better future for our children. As we acknowledge the
impacts of a colonial past, we will also consider what is needed to move forward,
together, in a good way. With a goal to transform and decolonize we will reflect
on and take stock of what needs to evolve, in ourselves, in our systems, and in
our communities so we can act and make meaningful change.

MARY TEEGEE,
BOARD PRESIDENT

As educators, we know that the road to change is embedded in how we
nurture our children. We must transform our practice to find better ways to
ensure that they have access to culturally rich, safe, healthy education and care
opportunities. We must commit to taking care of their spirit and reinforcing
their identities as peoples of this land, peoples with a rich history and deep
knowledge. Our children are the hearts of our communities and the hope for our
future, if we act together, we can create a just society for the generations ahead.
So, join us this year in imagining a new future together.
We will dream, laugh, dance, and sing for joy to be gathered as one.
We thank the volunteers and sponsors who make this important event possible.
Mussi cho,
Mary Teegee, President
Karen Isaac, Executive Director

KAREN ISAAC,
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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SPEAKERS
Dr. Evan Adams Keynote Sept 29, 2022
Dr. Evan Adams is well known in Indigenous communities and is a member of
the Tla’amin (Sliammon) First Nation, near Powell River, BC.
This actor/playwright/producer turned-physician is best known for his role as
Thomas Builds-The-Fire in the film Smoke Signals (1988), as Seymour Polatkin
in The Business of Fancydancing (2002) and his part in Lost in the Barrens (1990).
His acting career also includes roles in television including The Beachcombers,
Da Vinci’s Inquest, Neon Rider, These Arms of Mine, Da Vinci’s City Hall, The L
Word and Wolf Canyon.
In addition to his impressive acting career Dr. Evan Adams is a family physician.
After completing his medical degree at the University of Calgary he did his
residency at the University of British Columbia (UBC), where he focused on
Aboriginal health at the St. Paul’s Site of the UBC Family Practice Residency
Program in Vancouver. In 2009 Dr. Evan Adams received his master’s degree in
public health from Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland. He was
the first person to fill the role of Aboriginal Health Physician Advisor in the Office
of the Provincial Health Officer in BC, a position he held from 2007 to 2012. He
then served as Deputy Provincial Health Officer from 2012 to 2014.
Since 2014 Dr. Evan Adams has been Chief Medical Officer with the First Nations
Health Authority in BC; in this capacity he works closely with government
partners on population and public health issues. He is engaged in ongoing health
care system transformation initiatives and is proud to bring forward wellness
directives generated by First Nations communities. With more than 30 years of
experience as a motivational speaker, Dr. Evan Adams offers perspectives from
Indigenous realities, academia, medicine, and the performing arts.

Dr. Cheryl Ward Keynote Sept 30, 2022
Dr. Cheryl Ward, EdD, MSW, RSW, is Kwakwaka’wakw from northern Vancouver
Island and a member of the ‘Namgis First Nation. She is the former Executive
Director, Indigenous Health, Provincial Health Services Authority, and the
developer of the San’yas Indigenous Cultural Safety Training Program.
Her leadership in Canada has shaped understandings of anti-Indigenous
racism and how related harms can be addressed as part of broader system
transformations.
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SPEAKERS
Ray Thunderchild Keynote Oct 1, 2022
Ray G Thunderchild is Cree from the Thunderchild First Nation in Saskatchewan.
He is a fluent Plains Cree speaker and is a Cree translator for the APTN Network.
He is a very accomplished actor and has been in many TV, Movie and
Documentary productions. These include: Supernatural, Blackstone - 5
seasons, Tin Star - 2 season, Pathfinder, Alice I Think, Artic Air, Resident Alien,
the list endless. Ray, or as many know him by ‘Bigfoot” is well known for his
great sense of humour which he shared as he toured as a stand-up Comedian
once. He actively volunteers in BC and back home, sharing his knowledge of
culture, teachings, and what it means to “walk in a good way”. He’s well known
on the “powwow trail” as a drummer, singer, and MC. Ray was an Elder for the
Indian Residential School Survivors Society and worked tirelessly to assist
those that needed him. He is passionate about supporting and advocating for
survivors as well as educating those who want to learn more about the history.
Ray never turns away a request for help within Indigenous communities. His
education background is in counselling, youth justice, and he is a Certified Life
Skills Coach. He prides himself on being a good role model for not only his own
children and grandchildren but for all Indigenous youth.
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
DAY ONE
Sept 29

DAY TWO
Sept 30

DAY THREE
Oct 1

Breakfast
7:30 - 8:30 AM

Breakfast
7:30 - 8:30 AM

Breakfast
7:30 - 8:30 AM

Opening Ceremony
8:30 - 10:30 AM

Opening Ceremony
8:30 - 10:30 AM

Opening Ceremony
8:30 - 10:00 AM

Health Break
10:30 - 11:00 AM

Health Break
10:30 - 11:00 AM

Health Break
10:00 - 10:30 AM

Morning Workshops - A
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Morning Workshops - D
11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Morning Workshops - G
10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Lunch
12:30 - 1:30 PM

Lunch
12:30 - 1:30 PM

Lunch
12:00 - 12:45 PM

Afternoon Workshops - B
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Afternoon Workshops - E
1:30 - 3:00 PM

Afternoon Workshops - H
12:45 - 2:00 PM

Health Break
3:00 - 3:30 PM

Health Break
3:00 - 3:30 PM

Cultural Sharing
2:00 - 2:30 PM

Late Afternoon Workshops - C Late Afternoon Workshops - F
3:30 - 5:00 PM
3:30 - 5:00 PM

We Are One
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2:30 - 3:00 PM
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GUESTS
VERONICA GHOSTKEEPER GEROW EMCEE
Veronica is a member of the Driftpile Cree Nation in Alberta. She has lived in
British Columbia her whole life and currently resides in the Ts’il Kaz Koh traditionally territory. She has worked for over 20+ years in the Indigenous economic development environment in various formats. Veronica has worked with
BCACCS since 2015. First as the conference coordinator, then as administrative
support to many of their programs. For the past two years, she has worked
with the Indigenous Early Learning Child Care Framework Implementation
team as one of their Contract Administrators. It brings her great pleasure to
see so many Indigenous nations and organizations working diligently to build
strong foundations for the seven generations to come.

SHANE POINTE TERRITORY WELCOME
Shane is from the Pointe family and is a proud member of the Musqueam and
Coast Salish people. He is a highly respected Musqueam community member,
ceremonial traditional speaker, and cultural educator. He provides protocol
and ceremonial guidance for many cultural events – locally, nationally and internationally.

EUGENE HARRY (XIQUELEM) PRAYER AND CEREMONIES
Eugene Harry (XiQuelem) has been the Cultural Advisor at BCACCS since 2007.
He is a member of the Cowichan Tribes, and a Shaker Church Minister in Squamish First Nation; and also works at Vancouver Native Health. Eugene provides
general spiritual and cultural guidance for our agency, and since April 2009, he
has also shared culture and language teachings at Eagle’s Nest and Singing Frog
AHS Preschools.
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GUESTS
ELDER VERL FERGUSON
Respected Elder Verl Ferguson is Cree from the Beaver Lake Cree Nation in Alberta. She is a beloved mother, grandmother, and respectful Elder in the lower
Mainland. She is Passionate about helping and supporting Indigenous children
and their parents. Verl understands the struggles that many Indigenous parents
endure and works to advocate for them. You will often find Verl in a daycare or
preschool storytelling to the children. Verl’s strength is her resilience, her kindness, and her genuine caring nature. She is very approachable for guidance and
sharing her wisdom for anyone that needs her. Parents and youth will often seek
her out for the teachings and cultural knowledge that she is so willing to share.
Verl is also an expert beader and has been practicing this art since she was a
young girl. She teaches many classes and workshops on it. She has been a cultural counsellor with the Fraser Region Aboriginal Friendship Centre Association
in Surrey for many years, however she often volunteers for many other organizations that need her.

We Are One

7

ONLINE SESSIONS DAY 1
Sept 29, 2022 Morning 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

HYBRID STREAM

A1

PART 1 - THE IMPORTANCE
OF TRADITIONAL FOODS IN
EDUCATION

Discussions around how traditional foods influence culture and
how food is the framework for the Indigenous way of life.

JARED QWUSTENUXUN
WILLIAMS
Father, Husband, Indigenous Foods Activist, Traditional Foods Knowledge Keeper, Award Winning Writer.

HYBRID STREAM

Sept 29, 2022 Afternoon 1:30 - 3:00 PM

B1

PART 2 - THE IMPORTANCE
OF TRADITIONAL FOODS
IN EDUCATION

Description and bio same as A1.

JARED QWUSTENUXUN
WILLIAMS
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ONLINE SESSIONS DAY 1
Sept 29, 2022 Late Afternoon 3:30 - 5:00 PM

C1

ROOTS OF EMPATHY
AND SEEDS OF EMPATHY
– THE POWER OF OUR
“TINY TEACHERS” AND
UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN’S
BEHAVIOR THROUGH THE LENS
OF TEMPERAMENT

DARCY MORGAN
DEBRA PHILLIPSON

Imagine having a “Tiny Teacher”, a baby, support the development of
empathy in students 5-13 years old around a Roots of Empathy “Green
Blanket” in an elementary school classroom or younger children 3-5
years old around a Seeds of Empathy “Lavender Blanket” in childcare
centres. Imagine children learning about their feelings and the feeling
of others and how to build healthy friendships through observing the
loving attachment relationship between a baby and parent. Join us
in an inter-active and engaging workshop to learn more about these
programs and how you can become involved. The Roots of Empathy
program is delivered by a volunteer Roots of Empathy Instructor and
the Seeds of Empathy program is delivered by childcare educators
in the Centre. A volunteer parent and baby is recruited from the
local community. This session will also include a workshop on
understanding children’s behavior through the lens of temperament.
Our time together will be informative, inspiring, and fun!

Darcy is an ECE who lives, works and plays on the unceded and traditional territories of the Coast
Salish peoples – sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), sel̓íl̓witulh (Tsleil-Waututh), and xʷməθkʷəy̓əm
(Musqueam) nations. She has been working with Roots of Empathy since 2011. Prior to this she had
been with Eagles Nest Aboriginal Head Start through BCACCS and Journeys of the Heart through
Hulitan Family and Community Services Society.
Debra is a dedicated professional and volunteer with a background in health and wellbeing. She
lives in Burnaby, British Columbia. Debra has deep and rich background with the Roots of Empathy
organization, as an instructor, a mentor and more recently as the Provincial Coordinator for BC.
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ONLINE SESSIONS DAY 2
Sept 30, 2022 Morning 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

D1

PART 1 - SUPPORTING
CHILDREN WITH ANGER
AND AGGRESSION

HYBRID STREAM

AMY BOB
LISA LOTHIA

In this workshop we will provide an understanding of Anger and
aggression from a neurobiological and attachment perspective.
We will aim to dismantle the belief that anger and aggression
are bad behaviours that need to be corrected and instead view
them as normal biological responses. In addition, we will explore
opportunities for helping to support children through these
emotions that will also promote confidence with interventions and
relationship repair strategies.

Amy is a Registered Social worker and Certified Play Therapist in Surrey BC. She is the owner of
Little Village Play Therapy where she offers play therapy support and advocacy to children and
their families.
Lisa works in private consultation and facilitation and is also a manager in programming with
youth justice, substance use, treatment, and homelessness. Lisa’s background in psychology and
as a Mental Health First Aid facilitator has supported women and children for over 15 years.

HYBRID STREAM

Sept 30, 2022 Afternoon 1:30 - 3:00 PM

E1

PART 2 - SUPPORTING
CHILDREN WITH ANGER
AND AGGRESSION

Description and bio same as D1.

AMY BOB
LISA LOTHIA
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ONLINE SESSIONS DAY 2
Sept 30, 2022 Late Afternoon 3:30 - 5:00 PM

F1

A VALUES BASED LENS
ON BUILDING HEALTHIER
WORKPLACES
WAREN HOOLEY

Take a moment to reflect on how much you were raised to value
‘productivity’. At its core productivity is a wonderful and important
part of any society or individual’s life. Pushed too far however, overproductivity can lead to a wide range of negative side effects such as
burnout, lack of relationship building or limited patience to name a
few. When time and energy isn’t being invested into other values like
selfcare or relationship building, things can become out of balance.
In this workshop we will explore what values we tend to prioritize
in the work place of the ‘Western World’ and its impact. Using value
reflection charts and group breakout conversations we will take a
deeper look at what other values could bring more balance to our
lives and the systems we are a part of.

Warren is a 36-year-old man from the (Okanagan) Territory in Penticton, British Columbia. Having
mixed roots of Okanagan, English and Ukrainian and growing up in both western and indigenous
worlds, Warren sees himself as a bridge, helping both sides move from polarity to deeper
connection. For the past 10 years, Warren has passionately facilitated over 2000 workshops on the
topics of Compassionate Communication, Indigenous ‘Allyship’ and Decolonization. Today, living
in Vancouver BC, Warren is dedicated to helping create a world where everyone can thrive and
succeed to their own definition. His work is focused on teaching the tangible skills for healthy,
happy and sustainable relationships.
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ONLINE SESSIONS DAY 3
October 1, 2022 Morning 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM

G1

STORYTELLING WITH
CULTURAL SAFETY
ERNIE CARDINAL

This workshop was created to start discussion, and understanding, of
the two-tier system that is prevalent in our health care system. These
discussions touch on Cultural Safety, Deconstructing Colonization,
and giving a face to these biases and racism through the life testimony
from the facilitator.
This workshop was originally designed for the Fraser Northwest
Division of Family Practice’s Clinics in their goal toward reconciliation.
However, these topics are transferable and applicable for practitioners
working in the Court system or Child Services fields.

Ernie is a Humble Cree man who has dedicated his life to helping inter-city street youth and
Aboriginal families in crisis. Ernie has spent the past 30 years supporting the most vulnerable
and marginalized people in the Lower Mainland. He is an active keynote speaker and workshop
presenter on colonization and the adverse effects it has on the Indigenous community. Ernie can
accomplish this by balancing his traditional Cree upbringing with a solid educational background,
as he holds an Advanced Certification in Co-Occurring Disorders, a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Child
and Youth Care Counselling with a specialization in the Aboriginal Stream, as well as, Certification in
Native Family and Community Counselling and Native Youth Work. Ernie is currently the Indigenous
Cultural Liaison Advisor and Youth Program Manager for Spirit of the Children Society. Ernie also
teaches traditional indigenous parenting and facilitates a traditional men’s talking circle for the
Fraser River Indigenous Society.

We Are One

12

ONLINE SESSIONS DAY 3
October 1, 2022 Afternoon 12:45 - 2:00 PM

H1

INDIGENOUS TRAUMA
& EQUITY INFORMED
PRACTICE IN EARLY YEARS
ROOM: TBA & ONLINE
LEN PIERRE

This course aims at expanding social perception on the missing
context not usually covered in ‘trauma-informed care’ workshops.
This session will focus on centering Indigenous perspectives on the
change needed and required to go beyond being “informed”.
Main Conversation/Ideas:
Explore the relationship between colonialism, state violence against
Indigenous peoples, and Indigenous specific trauma today.
Weave Indigenous resistance, resilience, resurgence, and equityoriented approaches into professional practice.

Len Pierre is Coast Salish from Katzie (kate-zee) First Nation. Len is an educator, consultant, TEDx
Speaker, social activist, traditional knowledge keeper, and cultural practitioner. He has completed
his Master of Education degree from Simon Fraser University focusing on curriculum and instructional
design. His experience includes Indigenous education and program leadership from various health
organizations, including the First Nations Health Authority, Fraser Health Authority, and the Canadian
Centre for Mental Health and Addiction. As an agent for change, Len leads and advises for systemic
transformation in universities across North America. He specializes in the development of educational
programs and services with decolonization and reconciliation as its core values. He comes to us with
an open heart and open mind, and hopes to be received in the same way.
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THANKS

It has been a challenging few years, but they have led to innovation and change
that we are grateful for. We thank everyone who is able to participate in-person at our first hybrid training event. We know travel can be a difficult thing
to navigate at this time and we appreciate that you have spent the time to be
on-site and worked to keep your fellow participants healthy and safe. We are
also thankful to everyone who joined us online, for taking a risk to join a hybrid
event, and welcoming the opportunity to learn in a virtual space.
We would like to acknowledge the board, staff and volunteers who help make
this conference happen. Without their support, experience, and amazing cando attitudes we would not be able to host such a smooth and engaging event.
We are so glad that we could host the Trade Fair again this year. We thank all
the vendors and organizations for sharing information and bringing joy to our
delegates.
We are so grateful to the wonderful keynotes, guests, and presenters that joined
us this year to ensure the conference was inspiring and supported participants
to be creative and re-energize.
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Thank You
For Joining Us

September 29 – October 1, 2022
WWW.ACC-SOCIETY.BC.CA

