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[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]
This scholarship was created in honour and in fond memory of a highly respected Neskonlith Elder, Mary Thomas. Each year, the BC Aboriginal Child Care Society (BCACCS) offers one $1000 scholarship for eligible Basic ECE students and one $1500 scholarship for eligible Post-Basic ECE students. 
Scholarships are awarded after students have completed either a Basic or Post-Basic ECE Certificate or Diploma program (including all practicum requirements). We encourage all Indigenous educators who have completed a program during the 2021/2022 school year to apply. These scholarships are available for full-time and part-time ECE students who meet the eligibility requirements.
Scholarship selections are made based on the following:
· Strong academic standing (ECE program within BC approved by the Registrar)
· Outstanding accomplishments
· Demonstrated volunteer work
· Commitment to community involvement
· Positive references
· Personal statement, including your learning journey
Steps to Apply (use the check boxes to track your progress):
	[bookmark: Check3]|_|
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[bookmark: Check5]|_|
[bookmark: Check6]|_|
[bookmark: Check7]|_|
	1) Ensure that you meet all of the eligibility requirements listed below in order to qualify for a scholarship:
a) Be enrolled in or just graduated from an approved educational institution* and Early Childhood Education (ECE) program – either Basic ECE or Post-Basic ECE Certificate or Diploma – during the 2021/2022 academic year (completed between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022). 
b) Be of Aboriginal ancestry: First Nation (Status, Treaty, or Non-Status Indian), Métis, or Inuit.
c) Be a Canadian Citizen or Landed Immigrant, and also provide proof of BC residency (permanently living in British Columbia for six months or more at the time of application).
2) Provide an official copy of your student transcript or record of grades, which establishes that you have successfully completed a Basic ECE Certificate or Diploma program or a Post-Basic ECE Certificate or Diploma program (successful completion requires a minimum 2.0 grade point average or C grade equivalent in all required courses), to BCACCS by July 31, 2022.
3) Provide two reference letters (these should be separate documents).
4) Provide a personal statement, including your educational and career goals.
5) Complete the authorization and declaration section of the application form.

You are NOT eligible if you do not provide a completed application, including your official transcript, by July 31, 2022.

*For a detailed list of approved institutions and ECE programs, phone 1.888.338.6622  or visit the website 


[bookmark: OLE_LINK10]IMPORTANT TO NOTE
· Please remember that an OFFICIAL COPY of your transcript must be sent directly from your educational institution to the Coordinator (Mary Thomas Scholarship).
· Application forms and required documentation submitted to BCACCS will not be returned to you. Please keep a copy of all your important documents.
· You can answer all of the questions on the application form or attach additional pages and documents if space on the form is insufficient.
· This scholarship application form contains multiple pages; please do not leave any questions unanswered. Applications that are missing supporting documentation, are incomplete, or illegible will not be accepted.
· Students who have not completed their requirements for their Basic ECE or Post-Basic ECE Certification by June 30, 2022 (including all required practicum courses) are invited to apply for this scholarship during the academic year that your course work is completed.
· Sign, date, and submit your form to BCACCS before July 31, 2022.

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION
· The guidelines for this program are subject to change without notice.
· The recipients will be contacted by phone or e-mail.  
· Scholarship recipients will be announced by BCACCS in the Fall of 2022 through our website, 
E-News, newsletter, social media, and other communication channels.
· Cheques will be issued shortly after the announcement is made and will be mailed to each recipient at the address shown on their application form.
· Scholarships must be declared as income; BCACCS will issue T4A slips to scholarship recipients for the 2022 taxation year on or before February 28, 2023. BCACCS will mail T4A slips to each recipient at the address shown on their application form.
Submit your application by:
[bookmark: _Hlk105424882]                                 MAIL
[bookmark: OLE_LINK34]Attn: Coordinator (Mary Thomas Scholarship)
BC Aboriginal Child Care Society	
102 – 100 Park Royal South 
West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1A2

EMAIL
Subject: Coordinator (Mary Thomas Scholarship) - insert your name

Send to: coordinator@acc-society.bc.ca

If you have any questions and/or require more information, please contact the Scholarship Administrator by email or call 604.913.9128.
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The application deadline is July 31, 2022 (application forms submitted after this date will not be considered).
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 Mary Thomas Scholarship Info Sheet and Application Form  

STEP 1 (Complete this form):
PERSONAL INFORMATION:

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: _Hlk105501721]First Name
[bookmark: Text2]     
	Last Name
[bookmark: Text3]     
	

	Street
     
	City
     
	

	Province/State
     
	Postal Code
[bookmark: Text4]           
	

	[bookmark: OLE_LINK13]Email Address
     
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK23]Phone number 1:
     
	Phone number 2:
     



[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]Have you applied for a Mary Thomas Memorial ECE Scholarship in the past?             |_| Yes	       |_| No

[bookmark: Text5][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]If yes, what was the last academic year in which you applied?       

	[bookmark: _Hlk105501804]Institution
     
	Campus
     

	Student ID Number:
     
	Social Insurance Number:
     



Please check one:         
	[bookmark: Check15]|_| Basic ECE Certificate or Diploma        
	[bookmark: Check16]|_| Post-Basic ECE Certificate or Diploma
· Infant/Toddler (IT) Certificate/Diploma
· Special Needs (SN) Certificate/Diploma
· Combined IT & SN Certificate/Diploma



[bookmark: Check8][bookmark: Check9]Is the program you are attending or have attended       |_| full-time 	or	|_| part-time? 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK28][bookmark: Text7]What is the completion date for your Certificate or Diploma:      

(To be eligible for the 2022 scholarship cycle, completion date must be between July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022)

Aboriginal Ancestry – please check one of the following:
[bookmark: Check11][bookmark: Check10][bookmark: Check12]|_|  First Nation (Status, Treaty, or Non-status Indian) 		|_|  Métis 		|_|  Inuit

[bookmark: Text6]Nation/Affiliation:      

[bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14]Citizenship:           |_| Canadian             |_| Other    
                                                                 
[bookmark: Text8][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]I have resided/lived in BC since the following date:      

STEP 2 (Order your transcript): 
Order your official transcript and have your educational institution send it directly to:

Attn: Coordinator (Mary Thomas Scholarship)
BC Aboriginal Child Care Society	
102 – 100 Park Royal South 
West Vancouver, BC  V7T 1A2

STEP 3 (Provide references):
Please list your two reference providers. Your reference letters should be included separately and contain a short description of how the person knows you and why they think you deserve this award.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: Text9][bookmark: OLE_LINK21][bookmark: Text10]Name of reference          Phone	     			      
(please choose a professional or educational reference)

[bookmark: Text11][bookmark: Text12]Name of reference          Phone	     			       
(please choose a professional or educational reference)

STEP 4 (Share your story):
Please provide a personal statement to show us why you deserve this scholarship by writing us a letter. We would like to get to know who you are, what your learning journey has been so far, and where you want to go in your education and career. You can include things such as why you think you are a worthy recipient, outstanding accomplishments, volunteer work, community involvement, project involvement, why you chose a path in child care, what you plan to do in the future, and anything else you think will help us get to know you.
[bookmark: Text13]     

STEP 5:
Authorization and Declaration
I hereby declare that the information contained herein, all statements made, and all supporting documents submitted in connection with this application are true, correct and complete. I understand that any misrepresentation or incomplete disclosure on or relating to this application may result in the cancellation of an award, or repayment of an award. I agree to provide the BC Aboriginal Child Care Society (BCACCS) with proof of successful completion of the ECE program of study from which I am graduating. I also understand that I will not receive any funds until these documents are supplied. An OFFICIAL COPY of your transcript must be received by BCACCS before July 31, 2022. Successful completion requires a minimum 2.0 grade point average or C grade equivalent in all required courses for completion of your ECE program (Basic or Post-Basic). Public announcements may be made indicating the amount of the scholarship and the recipient’s name. I understand that the Mary Thomas Memorial ECE Scholarship is taxable income and must be reported to the Canada Revenue Agency for Income Tax purposes. I also understand that if I move or have a change of mailing address after submission of this application, it is my responsibility to notify BCACCS of my new address. Applications received by e-mail will constitute acceptance of and agreement with this Authorization and Declaration.



[bookmark: OLE_LINK30][bookmark: OLE_LINK29][bookmark: Text14]Signature of Applicant:                                                                                 Date:                                                    

I give permission to the Scholarship Administrator to contact my references and educational institution(s).


[bookmark: Text15]Signature of Applicant:                                                                                 Date:      
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 Mary Thomas Scholarship Info Sheet and Application Form received by _______________________________ on this date _________________  
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