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BCACCS ONLINE SPRING
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Every year we offer workshops that encourage early childhood
educators and support staff to share knowledge, skills, and stories that will
help them design and deliver programs and services immersed in our cultures.
Our conference is focused on Indigenous ways of knowing and being, but
registration is open to all people working in the field of early learning and child
care.
Traditionally this time of year signals a fresh start, sparkling with hope
and revitalization. After several years of living through the pandemic, our world and communities are starting to open up, akin to many
new beginnings we see in the Spring. Similarly, the changes in our sector,
represent new beginnings, as others start to notice what we have always
known – that the care and education of our children is our most important
work. At long last, the wider community is taking notice of us and the critical
role we play nurturing the next generation of leaders. Please join us for the
day as we explore emerging and prominent teachings related to Indigenous
Early Learning and Child Care (IELCC).
The title “New Beginnings” was translated for BCACCS by the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh
Úxwumixw ta na wa Ns7éyx̱nitm ta Snew̓ íyelh Squamish Nation Language and
Cultural Affairs Department to “na m̓ i ḵ’anátsut kwis chen̓tway” which means
to return back to holding one another up. We thank them for sharing this
knowledge.
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

TIME

APRIL 9, 2022

9:00 – 9:30 AM

OPENING CEREMONY

9:30 – 11:00 AM

MORNING PRESENTATION
“A Gentle Start: Gradual Entry During Pandemic Times”

11:00 – 11:15 AM

HEALTH BREAK

11:15 AM – 12:15 PM

LATE MORNING PRESENTATION
“Increasing Traditional Foods in Regulated Settings”

12:15 – 12:45 PM

LUNCH

12:45 – 1:00 PM

DOOR PRIZES

1:00 – 2:30 PM

AFTERNOON PRESENTATION
“National Moe the Mouse® Adaptation Project”

2:30 – 2:45 PM

HEALTH BREAK

2:45 – 4:15 PM

LATE AFTERNOON PRESENTATION
“Storytelling”

4:15 – 4:30 PM

DOOR PRIZES

4:30 – 5:00 PM

CLOSING CEREMONY
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CONFERENCE INFORMATION

Eugene (XiQuelem) will lead the conference opening and
closing and will be a Cultural Advisor throughout the
conference. XiQuelem has been the Cultural Advisor at BCACCS
since 2007. He is a member of the Cowichan Tribes, and a
Shaker Church Minister in Squamish First Nation; he also works
at Vancouver Native Health.
Kirsten Bevelander and Jennie Roberts will be coMCs for the BCACCS Spring Online Conference.
Kirsten is the BCACCS Aboriginal Child Care
Resource and Referral program (ACCRR) Manager.
Jennie is the ACCRR Aboriginal Provincial Child
Care Advisor.
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Don’t wait too long to register.
Our conference fills up fast.
Click the register now button
to the left or visit our conference
webpage.
https://www.acc-society.bc.ca/education-training/bcaccs-annual-provincial-training-conference/.
Photo of Androse courtesy of Jennie Roberts.
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WORKSHOP INFORMATION
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MORNING PRESENTATION
9:30 - 11:00 AM
“A Gentle Start: Gradual Entry During Pandemic Times”
Over the last two years educators have observed increased stress amongst children as they
enter into child care environments. For these children, entering a child care program may be
their first experience in a group setting and/or away from their immediate family. With restrictions on social gathering, many young children are having very few social interactions and will
find these new experiences highly stimulating. As a way to support a more gentle start into for
these little ones, the practice of Gradual Entry has become critically important. It has also become quite challenging and more complicated with limitations on outside visitors, mask wearing, and overall increased stress. This workshop will explore the importance of how to support
Gradual Entry and in the most gentle way support children, families and educators to have a
successful start.

Presenter(s): Kirsten Bevelander, Jennie Roberts, and Klara Schoenfeld
Kirsten Bevelander is the manager of the BC Aboriginal Child Care Society (BCACCS) Aboriginal
Child Care Resource and Referral program (ACCRR). She is part of the ACCRR Advisors team
which supports Indigenous and non-Indigenous educators and child care providers around the
province through training, advocacy and sharing of resources. Kirsten has worked with children
and families for over 30 years, specializing in toddler care, children with additional needs, literacy learning and Aboriginal early child development and care. She is also an instructor for the
Burnaby ECE Continuing Education Program.
Jennie Roberts is Ojibway but, identifies as Stó:lō Xwelxwelmexw and resides on Tzeachten
First Nation. She has been working with children and families for over 35 years. Jennie’s career started with work placements in high school in Victoria. Jennie has a certificate in Early
Childhood Education (ECE) through the University of the Fraser Valley in collaboration with
Seabird Island 2004 (Graduated on Dean’s List). In 2005 she received her Special Needs License
to Practice by attending night classes at the University of the Fraser Valley, while working as a
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“A Gentle Start: Gradual Entry During Pandemic Times” cont’d
Head Start Coordinator at Seabird Island. Through a Seabird College collaboration with Northern Lights College, she was able to complete her Infant Toddler/ Early Childhood Education and
Care Diploma in 2016, (graduated on Deans List). In 2018, Jennie also completed her Speech
and Language Assistant through Seabird College.
In addition to working in child care and early learning settings, Jennie has experience as a
parent, foster and adoptive parent. She loves the new adventures of being a grandparent and
great grandparent. Being a multi-parent of 10 children has provided new experiences and expertise with children that have experienced trauma and anxiety. As well as raising children with
different abilities, Jennie received an Adoptive Parent Certification in 2018. Jennie’s philosophy
is that children are reminders to us that we only live once, so make sure you take time to see
the world through the eyes of the child you are engaging with.
Klara Schoenfeld is Provincial Child Care Advisor and Coordinator for the Moe National Adaptation Project with BC Aboriginal Child Care Society. She has many years of experience working
with children and youth in child care centers, forest schools, continuation schools, youth correctional facilities and homes for street youth in Canada and abroad.
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LATE MORNING PRESENTATION
11:15 AM - 12:15 PM
“Increasing Traditional Foods in Regulated Settings”
As a follow-up to the 2016 BCACCS / PHSA report “Increasing Indigenous Children’s Access to
Traditional Foods in Early Childhood Programs”, FNHA is partnering with the BCCDC and Ministry of Health to explore the next phase of this important work, engaging with Indigenous
knowledge keepers and food workers to centre Indigenous knowledge, along with environmental public health staff, to develop recommendations to support increased access to local,
traditional Indigenous foods. This workshop will outline the foundations of this work, describe
the process and intended outcomes of Phase 2, and will explore future opportunities for FNHA
and partner organizations to support sustainable, safe traditional food systems in settings such
as child care facilities.

Presenter(s): Casey Neathway and Kathleen Yung
Casey Neathway is the CIPHI National President-Elect and Interior Regional Manager of Environmental Public Health Services for British Columbia’s First Nations Health Authority, the first
province-wide, Indigenous-led health authority of its kind in Canada. A certified public health
inspector, Mr. Neathway has previously worked as an Environmental Health Officer, an Executive Director in a BC First Nation, and is currently the President-Elect of the B.C. Branch of the
Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors. Mr. Neathway is passionate about working as
a partner with First Nations communities to identify and mitigate environmental health concerns, and to improve health outcomes for indigenous populations.
Kathleen Yung is the Food Security and Healthy Eating Specialist for First Nations Health Authority. Kathleen has a degree in Civil Engineering, a master’s degree in Anthropology of Food
and more than 15 years’ experience working in food security, food sovereignty, Indigenous
rights, community development, and culturally safe approaches to nutrition services. Kathleen
is passionate about supporting the empowerment of Indigenous food systems through the use
of community-driven, wholistic and strength-based practices. Kathleen overseas the food security and health eating portfolio across the province of BC.
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AFTERNOON PRESENTATION
1:00 - 2:30 PM
“National Moe the Mouse® Adaptation Project”
When BCACCS developed the Moe the Mouse® Speech and Language program in 2003 they
had no idea how popular Moe would become. Moe is a national star! This popularity has lead
funding from Unifor Social Justice Fun and CN Rail to support the adaptation of Moe the Mouse
across the country. Additionally, Moe training over the pandemic has increased through our
online presentations inspiring many educators in their desire to adapt the Moe Kit to reflect
their many cultures, nations, languages and regions. This presentation introduces the Moe National Adaptation Project and explores the possibilities for adapting Moe under the user license
and the new possibility of entering into an adaptation licensing agreement.

Presenter(s): Klara Schoenfeld
Klara Schoenfeld is a Provincial Child Care Advisor and the Coordinator for the National Moe
the Mouse® Adaptation Project for the BC Aboriginal Child Care Society. She has many years of
experience working with children and youth in child care centers, forest schools, continuation
schools, youth correctional facilities and homes for street youth in Canada and abroad.
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LATE AFTERNOON PRESENTATION
2:45 - 4:15 PM
“Storytelling”
We seek to honour Indigenous cultures and to promote intercultural understanding and
communication between Indigenous and non-Indigenous peoples through the Storytelling
workshop. In this workshop, T’uy’t’tanat (Cease Wyss) will share her in-depth knowledge.

Presenter(s): T’uy’t’tanat-Cease Wyss
T’uy’t’tanat-Cease Wyss’ diverse heritage includes Skwxwu7mesh, Sto:lo, Irish-Métis, Hawaiian
and Swiss. An artist, she has extensive experience producing various formats of media art for
almost 30 years, and works as an ethnobotanist with traditional training by Indigenous elders.
Wyss combines culturally focused teaching with storytelling as a means to share knowledge.
She recently co-authored Journey to Kaho’olawe, covering more than two centuries of the
Kanaka family’s migration to the Pacific Northwest coast, and was also a recipient of the City
of Vancouver Mayor’s Arts Award for film and new media in 2010. Among her long list of artist
residencies and presentations is the Stanley Park Environmental Art Project, where she helped
create public artworks after a storm devastated Stanley Park in 2006.

NEW BEGINNINGS
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