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Indigenous Child Welfare Directors are hopeful Protocol will spur change 
 

Meaningful progress on Bill C-92 can’t come quickly enough for 40,000 Indigenous kids in care 
 
Coast Salish Territory- A protocol agreement between the Assembly of First Nations and the federal 
government announced yesterday contains little detail as to how it will improve the conditions of 
Indigenous children involved in the child welfare system.  
 
“Since January we have been holding our breath that meaningful progress would be made on Bill C-92 
implementation” said Mary Teegee, Chair of the BC Directors Forum which represents Delegated 
Aboriginal Agencies in British Columbia.  “The Protocol announced yesterday doesn’t come with secure 
funding or reference hard won gains including the Canadian Human Right Tribunal orders.” 
  
Teegee is the Executive Director of Carrier Sekani Child and Family services and Chair of the Directors 
Forum, a coalition of executives responsible for managing the 24 delegated Aboriginal Agencies in BC, 
agencies representing 60% of First Nations in the province. As a collective and expert voice on child 
welfare matters, the Directors Forum bring decades of frontline experience working with Indigenous 
children and families. 
 
“We are hopeful but also concerned that the Protocol will do little to improve the conditions of those of us 
operating on the frontline” adds Teegee. "This is an aspirational document that does not address concrete 
requirements such as a commitment to developing a fiscal framework. To make this meaningful we need a fiscal 
framework that covers the continuum of services required to support Indigenous child and family well-being 
including prevention, wellness, and safety services that address both operational and practice components of 
the work of Indigenous agencies providing child and family well-being services." 
 
“The first Delegated Agency in BC opened its doors in 1985 and we have 35 years of experience running 
under a provincially delegated model. The day that we can shift to a model where authority is delegated 
by our Chiefs and not the provincial government can’t come soon enough.”   
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