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BC commitment to UNDRIP could strengthen Indigenous communities through early learning and 
child care  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 29, 2019 

COAST SALISH TERRITORY/ VANCOUVER – The BC Aboriginal Child Care Society (BCACCS) applauds 
the Government of British Columbia (BC) for being the first province in Canada and first jurisdiction 
in North America to introduce enabling legislation to reconcile BC laws with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP). This is an historic moment for BC First 
Nations. 

The declaration’s 46 articles, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly, eleven years ago, 
encompass social, health, education, cultural, religious and self-government rights among others. 
The articles enumerated in the Declaration act as a reminder about how important it is to take an 
holistic approach to reconciliation, break down jurisdictional barriers, and work together to re-build 
Indigenous societies. 

With more than twenty-years of history supporting Indigenous early learning and child care, BCACCS 
has been privileged to support Indigenous peoples to develop and reclaim our own methods of 
raising, educating and caring for children in the wake of colonization.  

Indigenous peoples have known from time immemorial that our greatest resource is our children. 
They are a sacred gift that we must care for and nurture, and everything that we do must support 
them and their families.  

“Our ancestral knowledge and languages are deeply entwined with the fabric of our cultures and 
spiritual identities. They help our children know their communities, grow strong, support well-being, 
and give them a strong sense of pride,” said Karen Isaac, BCACCS executive director. 

By recognizing the strength of communities and supporting our Nations to achieve self-governance in 
Indigenous early learning and child care, this legislation will help funding and social policy measures 
be more culturally grounded. This will bolster language revitalization, allow our children to be 
immersed in traditional ways; spending time on the land, eating traditional foods, and learning from 
knowledge keepers. Strengthening our children’s futures is a critical first step toward reconciliation. 

“We recognize that this is a big task, but by working together in collaboration, we can take the 
necessary steps to ensure full implementation and harmonization of BC laws, regulations, policies 
and decisions happen sooner and in a good way,” offered Mary Teegee, BCACCS board president, 
“Now we start the work!”  
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BCACCS is committed to nurturing excellence through community outreach, education, research, and 
advocacy to ensure every Aboriginal child in BC has access to spiritually enriching, culturally relevant, high 
quality early childhood development and care services. Link to BCACCS website 
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